What is a
hate crime?

Any criminal offense committed
against a person, a society or proper-
ty that is motivated by prejudice, false
stereotypes or negative attitudes
towards a particular person or group
of people based on racial, ethnic,
national, religious, gender, sexual
orientation, age, social status, disabil-
ity and / or beliefs or beliefs is gener-
ally classified and categorized as a
crime of hate.



Common Characteristics

Crimes of hate (especially those committed
in the public domain) in many cases are acted
out by groups (usually those sharing extrem-
ist views and / or beliefs) and these attacks
are often concurrent and / or repeated.

The use of physical violence in hate crimes is
often caused by the culprit's prejudice
towards the victim's race, ethnic origin,
nationality and / or sexual orientation.

Anti-Semitic hate crimes often results in van-
dalism and / or the destruction of property,
religious buildings and even burial sites of
the Jewish community as well as propaga-
tion of the swastika and other hateful sym-
bols (often in the form of graffiti and alike)
around places of public importance to the
Jewish community, alongside other degra-
dative actions towards its property and
members.

Hatred attacks are often particularly offen-
sive, cruel and impudent and often made
public / visible, in order to attract extra atten-
tion and hence affecting on a community as a
whole as well as threatening public order
and security. Moreover, these attacks further
intensify false ideas of segregation and
shape negative public attitudes (or have the
power to do so) towards certain groups of
people and / or their members, aiming to



provoke outbreaks of revenge and mass
disturbances, this way intensifying the risk of
damage to the harmony of a given community
and the interconnectedness of its members.
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The European Foundation of Human
Rights (EFHR) provides free legal
assistance to people who have
become victims of a hate crime. For
advice or assistance, please contact
us at +(370) 691 50 822 or by e-mail:
teise@efhr.eu, or come to our office at
J. Dobkeviciaus str. 6, Vilnius.





