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While the governmental crisis and its format ion at t racted most of  the
public at tent ion in Lithuania in November, Lithuanian watchdog
cont inued to move forward with their mission to speak up about
important public issues, such as prost itut ion and protect ion of
prost itutes' right , nat ional minorit ies' protect ion and transparency in the
largest project  in the Balt ics up to date - Visaginas nuclear power plant.
In addit ion, the late pract ice to educate the public and raise awareness about the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights and the situat ion of  human rights in Lithuania is gaining a momentum and
the interest  in human rights in Lithuania is reaching its higher point . 

- Prost itut ion is a pressing problem for every country. Lithuania faces a challenge to decide
whether to legalize prosit ituon or not . It  is constant ly debated whether prost itut ion is a form
of abuse or a profession - says M. Adutavičiūtė, a representat ive of  the Human Rights
Monitoring Inst itute. She delivered a presentat ion on legalizat ion of  prosit itut ion during the
conference called "Prost itut ion in Lithuania: Illegal yet  Thriving" in Kaunas. The conference
addressed issues, such as whether it  would help to protect  the rights of  prost itutes if  the
prost itut ion was legal and what measures should be taken to f ight  the prost itut ion
phenomenon. A representat ive of  the HRMI once again remarked that there is a bill in the
Parliament suggest ing to abolish an administrat ive liability for engaging in act ivit ies qualifying as
prost itut ion in Lithuania. She also added that the posit ion of  the human rights' defenders is
clear: Lithuania should adopt the Swedish model which would mean that  only those who
buy prost itut ion could be held liable (more about it  here).

The Human Rights Monitoring Inst itute continues to exercise its expert  funct ion and to
educate the public on the implementat ion of  the EU Human Rights Charter, among other
internat ional documents in Lithuania. On 19 of  November, the HRMI for the third t ime
launched an online course "Human rights: conception, challenges and protect ion
mechanisms" which lasts for four weeks and which serves as a great opportunity for the
public to learn more about the concept of  human rights, their categorizat ion, main UN
documents protect ing the human rights, inst itut ions and their funct ions, to at tain new
knowledge about human rights situat ion in Lithuania and also discuss with their peers in the
discussion forums. For the Inst itute, it  serves as a way to once again speak up about human
rights in Lithuania and spread the word about the main challenges that Lithuania faces in
ef fect ively protect ing the human rights. More about the course. 

The European Foundation of  Human Rights (EFHR) is working along very similair lines in
terms of  educating the public about human rights. On 23 November, the EFHR has
completed the training t it led "Conducting cases of  violat ion of  human rights in the
European Court  of  Human Rights and the Court  of  Just ice of  the European Union – the
procedure and formal requirements". Part icipants had a great opportunity to deepen their
knowledge about the Charter of  Fundamental Rights of  the EU as a pract ical tool for
conduct ing cases of  violat ion of  human rights as well as case law analysis f rom the European
Court  of  Human Rights and the Court  of  Just ice of  the European Union. More about the
training.

The European Foundation of  Human Rights (EFHR) once again successfully interved with
the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights and made sure the mistakes
occuring in the Human Rights report  on Lithuania in 2010 are corrected. According to the
conclusion in the Agency's report  2010, in Lithuania around 42% of the nat ional minorit ies
faced dif f icult ies f inding a job, because of  a Lithuanian language barrier. The EFHR drew
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agency's at tent ion to the fact , that  only 3,9% of an unemployed Polish populat ion in Lithuania
has dif f icult ies f inding a job because of  a language barrier. In response to the intervent ion of
the Foundat ion, the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights has af f irmed that it  would
take into account the remarks of  the Foundat ion and that it  will corect  the mistake in its report .
More about it .

The EFHR took part  in the case, which subjected one of  the most pressing issues in
terms of  Lithuanian-Polish relat ionship lately- the use of  the language and letters not
belonging to the Lithuanian alphabet. The Vilnius district  Administrat ive Court  reaff irmed that
the public signs in Lithuania should be writ ten in the country’s of f icial language (according to
art icle 17 of  the state language Act); however, to excise stamps on the goods subjected to
excise duty (such as cigaret tes and alcohol), car licence plates and proper names of  companies
this Act does not apply. That is how Vilnius District  Administrat ive Court  decided in its ruling,
dissmising the plaint  f iled to the State Language Inspectorate by the European Foundat ion of
Human Rights (more info on this subject). In its plaint , EFHR pointed out that  the rules of
creat ing and spelling of  legal ent it ies’ proper names, registered licence plates, and excise
stamps should be the same as the ones applied to the spelling of  names and surnames. It
means that those names should also be writ ten exclusively in the country’s of f icial language
with the use of  the let ters and symbols of  the Lithuanian alphabet. More about it .

On 12-17 the EFHR took part  in a conference t it led “Wake Up Europe: It ’s Time to Act!
Creat ive approaches to tackle discriminat ion” in Finland. The aim of  this conference was to
share the latest  strategies and pract ices in the “European movement against
discriminat ion”. The conference included the plenary sessions, working in groups, lectures,
workshops, presentat ions, debates, open forums and other interact ive methods of  solving
problems of  discriminat ion, ant i-racism, ant i-fascism, refugees, migrants, volunteering,
human rights and minorit ies. The subject  of  the discussion was the dif f icult  situat ion of  the
Roma minority, possible alternat ive methods of  f ight ing against  discriminat ion, such as art ,
and the widespread hatred among young people and students. Over 90 part icipants
represented organizat ions from dif ferent countries of  the Council of  Europe. The European
Foundat ion Of Human Rights (EFHR) was able not only to present its act ivit ies, achievements
and values to other part icipants, but also to cooperate with other organizat ions of  similar
character. More on it . 

On a slight ly dif ferent note, Transparency Internat ional Lithuania decided to raise one of
the most sensit ive public issue lately in Lithuania- the transparency of  the Visaginas
nuclear power plant  project  and organized a debate between the main stakeholders.
Part icipants in the debate included an of f icial advisor to the Lithuanian Government, a lawyer
for the Lithuanian Visaginas Nuclear Power plant company, representat ives f rom Latvia and
Estonia, and a local lawyer. Under discussion was the draf t  concession agreement negot iated
by the outgoing government and approved by a law in the Seimas, the Lithuanian Parliament,
which contains a blanket conf ident iality clause that violates nat ional and internat ional law on
the right  of  access to informat ion: the Part ies agree, and the Republic of  Lithuania shall
ensure, that  no member of  the public shall be ent it led to receive all or any information ...
in connection with the Project  pursuant to any applicable Law relat ing to or in connection
with freedom of information.

Lithuania has two laws governing the right  of  access to information as well as a law
protect ing access to environmental information. Lithuania has also signed and rat if ied the
Council of  Europe Convent ion on Access to Off icial Documents and the Aarhus Convent ion on
Access to Informat ion, Public Part icipat ion in Decision-making and Access to Just ice in
Environmental Matters. A primary concern that emerged during the debate was the validity of
the art icle bearing in mind that contracts do not normally have the ability to take precedent
over nat ional laws including laws on access to informat ion. More about it .
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